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ABSTRACT: The study explores the economy of interdependence in 1 Corinthians 12:12-
27, examining Pauline metaphor of the human body as a philosophical framework for 
national identity and inclusive development in Nigeria.  The study employs critical 
exegetical principles, historical-contextual analysis, and African communitarian theories 
such as Igwebuike and Ubuntu, to interpret Paul’s ideas of unity, diversity, and mutual 
responsibility that can heal the divided socio-political space.  The study contends that 
disunity, exclusion, and ethical deficit are central to Nigeria's developmental crisis. It 
maintains that Pauline model of interdependence, entrenched in the cooperation of diverse 
members in one body, provides a philosophical precept for civic cohesion and collective 
productivity.  Pauline ideas of the body, when re-read and re-interpreted through African 
communitarian thought, reconceptualize diversity as a resource for national progress 
rather than a source of conflict.  The study yielded pertinent results that reveal that 
Pauline's concept of interdependence aligns with Nigerian concepts of solidarity and mutual 
complementarity.  The study affirms that cooperative participation is the key to genuine 
development in Nigeria.  It was also found that Nigeria’s underdevelopment stems from a 
lack of economic interdependence, ethical values, and moral reorientation at all levels of 
Nigerian society.  The study concludes that the economy of interdependence must be 
adopted as a fundamental national philosophy, in which each person or group contributes 
to building the nation.  Paul’s ideas about the body, which align with Igwebuike and 
Ubuntu, promote unity in diversity, cooperation, and accountability across all spheres of 
national building.  To that end, the study recommends that Pauline's metaphor of the body, 
when adopted, serves as a timeless contextual precept that will reconstruct a divided 
Nigerian identity while fostering inclusive and sustainable development.  This Pauline 
principle will promote interdependence, civic education, intercultural dialogue, integrated 
leadership formation, and institutionalize inclusive policymaking and governance. 
Keywords:  Economy of Interdependence, Pauline Model, National Identity, Inclusive 
Development, Nigeria. 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Nigeria's socio-political and economic context is plagued by enduring divisions rooted in 
ethnic, religious, and regional affiliations that impede the nation's efforts to build a 
cohesive identity and achieve equitable development.  Despite the country’s abundant 
natural and human resources, underdevelopment persists because it lacks a positive 
national identity, which is essential to a nation's development.  Socio-economic inequality 
and identity crisis have become endemic in Nigeria (Onyenedi & Agomuo, 2025; 
Omenukor, 2024). Consequently, the metaphor of the human body enunciated by Paul, 
the apostle, in I Corinthians 12:12-27 provides a robust philosophical model of 
Interdependence, as one body comprises many members, each distinguishable but not 
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separable in function.  Diversity is a divine design, whose unity is a divine gift that should 
be appreciated and tapped for national identity and sustainable development (Bible Hub, 
2025). 

The Igbo philosophical framework, Igwebuike, emphasizes complementarity and 
communal coexistence, which align with the Pauline body metaphor.  Igwebuike views 
life as a shared reality; this complementarity, solidarity, relationality, and communality 
are precepts that form the African ethical theory (Kanu, 2019).  This worldview aligns 
with interdependence as a socio-philosophical basis for rebuilding national identity in 
Nigeria.  Diversity will be viewed not as a threat but as an asset and a strength. 

Furthermore, more studies attest that cultural identity and social inclusion are 
essential to sustainable development, while the absence of corporate identity undermines 
the bonds necessary for united progress (Balogun & Obosi, 2018).  The authors further 
assert that national development in Nigeria is possible only through a common identity 
grounded in fairness, justice, equality, and righteousness (Balogun & Obosi, 2018). 

As a result, the purpose of this paper is to interpret Pauline's body metaphor in 1 
Corinthians 12:12-27 as a philosophical prototype or model of interdependence, to 
examine how the Igbo communitarian framework, like Igwebuike, can boost this pattern 
in the Nigerian milieu, and to put forward a framework for national identity and 
development for Nigeria. 

The research has significant implications in several ways.  It helps clarify 
interdependence as a moral and philosophical resource for bridging socio-political divides 
in Nigeria.  It presents an ethical framework for inclusive governance that encourages 
equitable development.  It also reveals the practical value of integrating biblical and 
African philosophical insights into contemporary policy and civic education, offering 
guidance to community leaders, scholars, and public organizations seeking to strengthen 
social cohesion and national identity. 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW: CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 
The core idea of this paper is the “economy of interdependence,” which describes the 
relational, ethical, and operational bonds within a community that support sustainable 
growth and development.  Pauline passages in I Corinthians that use the body metaphor 
reveal interdependence: many members constitute one body, encouraging both unity and 
diversity.  Paul's metaphor expresses internal unity and social harmony, directly reflecting 
an ecclesiology of Christological monotheism (Byers, 2016).  In the socio-scientific 
viewpoint, interdependence refers to the reciprocal reliance of people and communities 
in networks that support productivity and well-being (Oladipo, 2023).  The author argues 
that if moral values and social norms fail to guide society, progress will lag.  Therefore, 
society needs association or relational life (Oladipo, 2023). 

Similarly, the Igbo African philosophy of Igwebuike emphasizes solidarity, 
complementarity, and cooperative identity, placing human life in mutual interaction rather 
than isolated individualism (Chike, 2020).  Other terms, such as national identity, are 
defined as the feeling of corporate belonging among different groups, which is called 
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“Imagined Community” because many members will not meet or know the majority of 
their fellow members; at the same time, they share a cohesive feeling of corporate 
belonging and identity (Anderson, 2006). 

On the other hand, inclusive development indicates socio-economic growth that 
encourages cooperation and the equitable empowerment of all social groups (Aluko et 
al., 2024).  Together, these conceptual frameworks provide a basis for reading Paul’s 
body metaphor in terms of Church unity, national integration, and development. 

 
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS 
The study anchors three theoretical frames.  Igwebuike's theoretical framework, 
proposed by Kanu (2019), presents the idea of “Strength is in unity” and that communal 
progress is determined by collaborative networks of mutual support.  This conception 
aligns with Pauline's body metaphor, in which each member contributes to the life of the 
whole (Kanu, 2019; Chike, 2020). 

Social Capital Theory, propounded by Pierre Bourdieu (1986), James Coleman 
(1988, 1990), and Robert Putnam (1995, 2000), posits that social networks have value, 
much like physical or human capital.  The theory maintains that networks provide 
resources, build trust, and foster cooperation among groups.  Adding that social ties are 
assets that people can use to achieve different goals, such as gaining support and 
influencing community decisions.  Consequently, relationships, not mere individuals, are 
core units for perceiving social growth and outcomes (AI Overview, 2025).  Claridge 
(2018) noted that social capital means “relationships matter” and that social networks 
are valuable assets that lubricate the fabric of society and help modern economics 
function smoothly. 

Ubuntu (African Humanism) is the moral philosophy crafted in the proverb “I am 
because we are” (Metz, 2016).  Ubuntu encourages rational personhood, empathy, and 
communal responsibility, which align with Paul’s integration of weaker members, mutual 
suffering, and cooperative rejoicing in 1 Corinthians 12:26. Together, these theories 
provide an operational lens for the Pauline body metaphor and African communal living 
principles. 

 
EMPIRICAL REVIEW 
Several empirical reviews support the importance of interdependence, social capital, and 
relational ethics for inclusive development.  For instance, Odesanmi et al. (2024) posits 
that social networks, relationships, and norms are important and that communal service 
entrepreneurs play an essential role in enhancing personal and economic 
empowerment.  Adding that sociological frames act as agents of collective action, driving 
social transactions and sustainability in communities and groups.  Similarly, Oludumila et 
al. (2018) found a long-term relationship between human capital development and 
inclusive growth in Nigeria.  The researchers concluded that investment in human capital 
is essential for encouraging SME performance; thus, policymakers should support formal 
education and vocational training to foster economic development.  Indigenous 
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philosophies, such as Igwebuike, can serve as a more appropriate model for African 
development than Western models.  In this regard, the economy of interdependence, 
grounded in Pauline passages and African philosophies, provides a dependable framework 
for inclusive identity and development in Nigeria.  
 
METHODOLOGY 
The paper employs a qualitative research design anchored in content and contextual 
analysis, combined with an intercultural hermeneutical approach of re-reading.  The 
objective is to critically interpret Pauline's metaphor of the body in 1 Corinthians 12:12-
27 and to reconstruct its relevance for Nigeria’s need for unity, identity, and inclusive 
development.  The qualitative method suits this research because it focuses on textual 
meaning, socio-religious interpretation, and philosophical reflection rather than numerical 
data (Creswell & Poth, 2018).  It seeks deep insights into how interdependence can 
strengthen national development and social cohesion in pluralistic Nigeria. 

The research design follows a thematic textual analysis of the biblical text, focusing 
on its content and its contextual implications for contemporary Nigeria.  Thus, the content 
analysis focuses on key lexical and semantic units of the text, such as ‘body ', ' members', 
and “one spirit ', to demonstrate their theological and ethical implications for community 
life in Nigeria.  The contextual analysis situates the text in the historical, socio-economic, 
and cultural realities of Corinth and aligns them with present-day Nigeria’s ethnic and 
political Heterogeneity (Porter & Clarke, 2020).  This double analysis helps reveal 
analogies between ancient Corinthian disunity and Nigerian socio-political divisions. 

The methodological framework of re-reading within intercultural hermeneutics is 
crucial for this investigation.  It understands that the biblical text must be read again 
critically and contextually from the viewpoint of African social reality (Ukpong, 
2001).  According to Masenya (2016), citing Ukpong, intercultural hermeneutics requires 
understanding African social and cultural contexts, since the African context serves as the 
subject of biblical interpretation.  Thus, the African context is the ground wherein 
intercultural hermeneutics germinates and bears fruit.  The interpretation moves beyond 
Eurocentric exegesis to African experiences of communal living, solidarity, and moral 
interdependence, expressed in Igwebuike and Ubundtu ideologies, in dialogue with 
Pauline's body metaphor.  The re-reading principle bridges the ancient text and the 
contemporary African context, providing new insights into national unity and inclusive 
development.  The interpreter, therefore, acts as a midwife between the biblical account 
and the African communal worldview (Orobator, 2018; Kanu, 2020). 

Primary sources of data include the biblical text of 1 Corinthians 12:12-27; 
secondary data consist of scholarly Commentaries, Journal Articles, and African 
philosophical works related to the variables in the title. 
The study's analytical process followed the hermeneutical movement from text to context 
and from context to text to achieve interpretive depth and contextual robustness 
(Theselton, 2015).  The next section of the discourse is the exegesis of 1 Corinthians 
12:12-27. 

https://pacafng.org/jacad/


C. A. Anyanwu          18 
 

 
Journal of African Community and Development, Volume 2, Issue 1, Spring 2026 

https://pacafng.org/jacad/ 
 

 

 
EXEGESIS OF THE TEXT PROPER  
Citing 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 in Greek and English. 
1 Corinthians 12:12–27 
Greek Text (Transliterated into English Letters) 
Verse 12 
Kathaper gar to sōma hen estin kai melē polla echei, panta de ta melē tou sōmatos polla 
onta hen estin sōma, houtōs kai ho Christos. 
Verse 13 
Kai gar en heni pneumati hēmeis pantes eis hen sōma ebaptisthēmen, eite Ioudaioi eite 
Hellēnes, eite douloi eite eleutheroi, kai pantes hen pneuma epotisthēmen. 
Verse 14 
Kai gar to sōma ouk estin hen melos alla polla. 
Verse 15 
Ean eipē ho pous, Hoti ouk eimi cheir, ouk eimi ek tou sōmatos, ou para touto ouk estin 
ek tou sōmatos. 
Verse 16 
Kai ean eipē to ōtion, Hoti ouk eimi ophthalmos, ouk eimi ek tou sōmatos, ou para touto 
ouk estin ek tou sōmatos. 
Verse 17 
Ei holon to sōma ophthalmos, pou hē akoē? Ei holon akoē, pou hē osphrēsis? 
Verse 18 
Nuni de ho Theos etheto ta melē, hen hekaston autōn en tō sōmati kathōs ēthelēsen. 
Verse 19 
Ei de ēn ta panta hen melos, pou to sōma? 
Verse 20 
Nuni de polla men melē, hen de sōma. 
Verse 21 
Ou dynatai de ho ophthalmos eipein tē cheiri, Chreian sou ouk echō; ē palin hē kephalē 
tois posin, Chreian hymōn ouk echō. 
Verse 22 
Alla pollō mallon ta dokounta melē tou sōmatos asthenestera hyparchein anankaia estin, 
Verse 23 
Kai ha dokoumen atimotera einai tou sōmatos, toutois timēn perissoteran peritithemen; 
kai ta aschēmona hēmōn euschēmosynēn perissoteran echei, 
Verse 24 
Ta de euschēmona hēmōn ou chreian echei. Alla ho Theos synekrasen to sōma, tō 
hysteroumenō perissoteran dous timēn, 
Verse 25 
Hina mē ē schisma en tō sōmati, alla to auto hyper allēlōn merimnōsin ta melē. 
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Verse 26 
Kai eite paschei hen melos, sympathei panta ta melē; eite doxazetai hen melos, synchairei 
panta ta melē. 
Verse 27 
Hymeis de este sōma Christou kai melē ek merous. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12–27 
English Text (Revised Standard Version – RSV) 
Verse 12 
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 
Verse 13 
For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—
and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 
Verse 14 
For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 
Verse 15 
If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that 
would not make it any less a part of the body. 
Verse 16 
And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that 
would not make it any less a part of the body. 
Verse 17 
If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole body were 
hearing, where would be the sense of smell? 
Verse 18 
But as it is, God arranged the organs in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 
Verse 19 
If all were a single organ, where would the body be? 
Verse 20 
As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 
Verse 21 
The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, 
“I have no need of you.” 
Verse 22 
On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 
Verse 23 
and those parts of the body which we think less honorable we invest with the greater 
honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 
Verse 24 
which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, 
giving the greater honor to the inferior part, 
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Verse 25 
that there may be no discord in the body, but that the members may have the same care 
for one another. 
Verse 26 
If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. 
Verse 27 
Now you are the body of Christ and individual members of it. 
 
LITERARY CONTEXT OF I COR. 12:12-27 
The passage from 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 is part of Paul's discussion of spiritual gifts and 
the orderly functioning of the Christian community in his letter to the Corinthians.  The 
literary context is crucial for understanding the body metaphor through which Paul 
addresses the Christian community divided by spiritual elitism.  In chapter 12, Paul moves 
from reproach to advice on interdependence, unity, and the ethical exercise of ethical 
gifts. 
The body metaphor is presented immediately after the discussion of various spiritual gifts 
(12:1-11), stressing that diversity is divinely ordained and functions well in unity.  Literary 
analysis indicates a carefully organized arrangement: verse 12-13, the fundamental 
principle of one body in one spirit; verse 14-20, which discusses functional diversity and 
interdependence; verse 21-26, which emphasizes mutual care and responsibility; and 
verse 27, which summarizes with a collective identity in the body of Christ. 
 
HISTORICAL CULTURAL SETTING 
Corinth was a port city in first-century Achaia, known for its ethnic, socio-economic, and 
religious diversity.  As a result of the amount of trade that went on in that city, a huge 
population from the Roman Greek settlers, Jews, and other foreigners made it a stratified 
society (Garland, 2003).  This social context created competitive personalities, social 
hierarchy, and an interest in personal prestige.  In this regard, Corinthian believers were 
not exempt; socio-economic status and personal charisma shaped the expression of 
spiritual gifts, leading to rivalries that Paul described through the metaphor of the body. 

Furthermore, patronage networks typical of Greco-Roman urban centers, which 
determined access to resources and social authority, were evident.  Paul counteracted 
the prevailing culture by advocating a culture of interdependence that emphasized the 
ethics of equality and mutual obligation, embedded in the spirit rather than social 
status.  Therefore, the body metaphor functions as a corrective and replacement ethical 
setting; it is not only a theological idea but also a practical and philosophical model for 
cooperative unity, complementary diversity, crucial mutuality, and collective 
identity.  Consequently, the text's literary and historical setting provides the basis for the 
exegesis proper, showing how key structures are embedded in the text and can be applied 
to the contemporary Nigerian context. 
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INTERPRETATION OF THE TEXT 
Paul offers a comprehensive view of an economy of interdependence in 1 Corinthians 
12:12-27, using the metaphor of the body to communicate profound social/ethical and 
spiritual truths.  The passage of scripture provides four core principles that guide 
communal life: corporate unity, complementary diversity, crucial mutuality, and collective 
identity.  Together, these principles form a pattern of relational cohesion, ethical 
responsibility, and shared purpose that aligns with African communal philosophies, 
especially Igwebuike and Ubuntu, revealing the contextual relevance of Paul’s 
understanding in encouraging national identity and inclusive development in Nigeria. 
 
CORPORATE UNITY 
Beginning with the principle of corporate unity, Paul emphasizes that the Christian 
community is organically indivisible.  Paul’s writing translated into English” For just as the 
body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are 
one body, so it is with Christ. 

For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or 
free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.” This underscores that communal cohesion 
comes from the Spirit, not human structure.  Paul’s teaching reveals that true unity 
embodies diversity and transcends social or ethnic stratification.  In the Nigerian context, 
this principle provides a sense of national identity that prioritizes shared belonging over 
division. 
 
COMPLEMENTARY DIVERSITY 
Additionally, Paul highlights complementary diversity, showing that while the body is one, 
it comprises many members, each with a different duty. Stronger, more prominent 
members should attend to those with weaker or lesser functions or gifts to ensure the 
body functions.  Diversity is not by chance but intentional, helping the community operate 
(Walvoord & Zuck, 1983).  It aligns with African communal philosophies like Igwebuike, 
which are inclusive and holistic, linking Nigeria’s poor development to non-integrative 
socio-political and economic policies and frameworks (Kanu, 2017).  In a Nigerian socio-
political setting, appreciating and harmonizing diversity is essential for national cohesion 
and inclusive development. 
 
CRUCIAL MUTUALITY 
Paul then turns his mind and pen to the principle of crucial mutuality, emphasizing the 
fact that no member can be independent.  The Greek text stresses that each member's 
well-being affects the whole body.  This value of relational accountability reflects African 
communal norms, in which joy and sorrow are shared, and each person's indispensability 
lies at the core of societal cohesion.  It abhors the individualism experienced in some 
parts of the world today.  Applied to Nigeria, mutuality demands social systems that honor 
each person’s dignity and contributions, ensuring that development benefits are shared 
equally. 

https://pacafng.org/jacad/


C. A. Anyanwu          22 
 

 
Journal of African Community and Development, Volume 2, Issue 1, Spring 2026 

https://pacafng.org/jacad/ 
 

 

 
COLLECTIVE IDENTITY 
At this point, Paul brings in the concept of collective identity, announcing: ” Now you are 
the body of Christ and individually members of it.” This positions corporate unity with 
individual uniqueness, stressing both communal unity and personal 
responsibility.  Similarly, Chabi (2020) notes that African complementary principles affirm 
the group and the individual together, showing that identity is embedded in community 
and relationship. In this way, Kanu (2020) supports this understanding through 
Igwebuike's philosophy, which holds that collective strength arises when each part 
functions properly and participates ethically.  In real-life situations, Nigeria’s national 
identity and inclusive development can be strengthened when citizens embrace these 
double viewpoints: their personal contributions.  Sustain the collective, and the collective 
space builds individual progress. 

Together, Paul’s fourfold motif, which is corporate unity, complementary diversity, 
crucial mutuality, and collective identity, serves as an integrated model of 
interdependence.  Unity provides the foundation for cohesion, diversity supports 
functional differences, mutuality ensures shared responsibility, and collective identity 
harmonizes individual and communal interests.  When read alongside African philosophies 
such as Igwebuike and Ubuntu, Paul’s body metaphor offers a philosophical and ethical 
framework for national identity, formation, and inclusive development in Nigeria.  This 
exegetical understanding not only explains Paul’s theological and philosophical ideas but 
also provides a practical model for addressing divisions, social inequality, and civic 
challenges in contemporary Nigerian society. 

 
CONTEXT OF THE STUDY: NIGERIA 
With over 250 ethnic groups and about 500 spoken languages, Nigeria is a country of 
huge diversity and complexity.  Culturally diverse, Nigeria has struggled with a 
fragmented National identity, socio-political conflicts, and unequal economic development 
between the north and the south (World Bank Group, 2022).  Regional disparities, 
religious conflicts, and ethnic rivalries have marred the national sense of identity, creating 
significant challenges for inclusive development and social integration (Oxfam, 2024). 

Economically, Nigeria has abundant natural resources, yet entrepreneurial 
potential coexists with poverty, unemployment, and inequality.  Wealth is concentrated 
in cities, while limited access to social infrastructure and education hinders national 
cohesion and solidarity (Adeuyi, 2025). This structural imbalance demands an immediate 
pattern of social interdependence and inclusive development across all areas of life. 

Furthermore, political and social dimensions, along with Nigerian communal values 
such as solidarity, cooperation, and complementarity, have persisted despite modernity 
and individualist forces.  In this regard, Igwebuike concurs with Paul’s vision of 
interdependence, offering socio-cultural patterns to foster integration, bridge-building, 
and the encouragement of national identity. Therefore, there is an urgent need to apply 

https://pacafng.org/jacad/


C. A. Anyanwu          23 
 

 
Journal of African Community and Development, Volume 2, Issue 1, Spring 2026 

https://pacafng.org/jacad/ 
 

 

the Pauline metaphor of cooperative unity and functional diversity found in 1 Corinthians 
12:12-27 to present-day social, economic, and political challenges in Nigeria. 

 
FINDINGS FROM THE STUDY 
The exegetical examination of 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 shows that Paul’s body metaphor 
offers a powerful philosophical model of interdependence.  First, the principle of corporate 
unity establishes that communal cohesion matters; one spirit unites all members into a 
single body, despite individual differences or social status.  Second, complementary 
diversity underpins each member's indispensable role; God’s design gives each person 
unique duties, underscoring that diversity supports community rather than dividing 
it.  Three crucial aspects of mutuality show that each person’s well-being is closely linked 
to the welfare of others; mutual support, respect, and a sense of communal feeling are 
the basis for functional interdependence.  Four, collective identity gives stability to 
individuality and communal belonging, showing that personal contributions aid the whole, 
and that the collective body nourishes individual well-being.  Through Igwebuike's lens, 
these principles reveal a strong congruence between Paul’s ideas and African values.  In 
this way, unity, diversity, mutuality, and collective identity are not just spiritual truths; 
they provide actionable identity and support inclusive development in Nigeria.  
 
CONCLUSION 
In light of the findings, 1 Corinthians provides a sustainable framework for nurturing 
national cohesion and inclusive development.  Pauline's concept of unity-in-diversity, 
relational corporation, and collective identity offers a pattern that moves beyond religious 
spheres, shedding light on effective civic life.  In Nigeria, where ethnic, religious, and 
socio-economic fragmentations abound, this scriptural text promotes a philosophy of 
mutual responsibility in which diversity is recognized and shared.  Welfare is appreciated, 
thereby ensuring a collective sense of togetherness. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Consequent on the study's findings, the following recommendations are made: 
Policymaking: The Nigerian nation should integrate the principle of interdependence into 
public policies to support inclusive governance, equitable resource distribution, and 
collective decision-making that respects diversity and fosters social cohesion. 

Church and Faith Organizations: Religious bodies should teach 
interdependence, ethical responsibility, and corporate solidarity, nurturing a sense of “I 
am because we are.” 

Educational Organizations: Educators should encourage dialogue among 
biblical studies, African communal philosophies, and development studies to produce 
interdisciplinary research that informs actionable nation-building strategies. 
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General Public: Civil society should encourage inter-group trust, shared 
corporate ownership, communal projects, and other forms of engagement, recognizing 
that collective progress is aided by contributions from all members. 
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